Jl}'l rg Bahria Research Journal on Igbal Studies (BRJIS)
4(1), 01-22, 2025

p4 '3 . ' - 72|, e
C}/Gbﬁulb’:ﬁ d uf,y,xyﬁwldw.»ﬂ&

Allama Igbal and the Process of Personal Transformation and Spiritual Ascension
in the Modern Era

Wajid Mehmood, Ph.D.
Faculty of Arabic & Islamic Studies, Mohi-ud-Din Islamic University (MIU) Nerian Sharif,
Azaad Jamu & Kashmir
wajidmahmood95@gmail.com

Shahid Mehmood Qasmi
Mureed-e-Igbal Foundation, Pakistan
smehmood.dob1807@gmail.com

Ch. Bagh Hussain
Faculty of Arabic & Islamic Studies, Mohi-ud-Din Islamic University (MIU) Nerian Sharif,
Azaad Jamu & Kashmir
baghhussain211@gmail.com

Abstract

Over the past three centuries, no other thinker or philosopher among Muslims has presented such
a comprehensive and pragmatic framework for human welfare and reformation as Dr. Allama
Muhammad Igbal. Rooted in an unshakable commitment to the revival of human dignity, Igbal’s
philosophy offers a profound and actionable system for personal transformation and the spiritual
ascension of individuals in the modern era. This research explores three pivotal dimensions of
Igbal’s thought: first, the formative influences—his personal life, education, and intellectual
milieu—that shaped his revolutionary ideas; second, the authoritative sources from which Igbal
derived his philosophy, underscoring the authenticity and universality of his vision; and third, the
applicability of his concept of Khudi (Selthood) in contemporary society, analyzing whether his
principles of self-realization and human perfection remain feasible and actionable today. Despite
unparalleled advancements in science and technology, modern humanity suffers from a moral and
spiritual crisis, largely driven by materialism, moral decay, and the decline of ethical education.
Igbal stands as the only intellectual in the Muslim world who not only diagnosed this crisis but
also provided a transformative methodology for its resolution. His concept of Khudi serves as a
rigorous framework for personal and spiritual development, leading individuals from self-
awareness to self-mastery, culminating in the attainment of Mard-e-Kamil (the Perfect Man)—the
true vicegerent of God. Through a thorough literary analysis of primary and secondary sources,
this study reaffirms that Igbal’s ideas remain as relevant and imperative today as they were in his
time, offering a blueprint for both individual empowerment and the collective resurgence of the
Muslim Ummabh.
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“Although Igbal is very opposed to the Concept that Hafiz Sherazi presents. However, he
pays great tribute to the Spirituality of Jalaluddin Rumi. But he does not accept Rumi's
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