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Abstract

This paper explores Igbal’s first English lecture, Knowledge and Religious Experience, in which
he emphasizes the need to reconstruct religious thought in light of modern scientific and
philosophical developments. The research aims to examine how four Urdu translators have
interpreted and conveyed the core ideas of this lecture. Key questions include: To what extent do
these translations reflect Igbal’s original concepts? What linguistic or intellectual shifts are evident
in the translations? This qualitative study uses a comparative analytical methodology, focusing on
the philosophical fidelity, linguistic clarity, and interpretive nuance in each translation. The
findings suggest that while all four translations attempt to stay true to Igbal’s thought, they differ
significantly in their approach—some offering more accessible language, others preserving deeper
conceptual complexity. The study concludes that translation plays a crucial role in shaping the
reception of Igbal’s philosophy, and highlights the importance of contextual and intellectual
sensitivity in translating such dense philosophical texts.

Keywords: Igbal, reconstruction, knowledge and religious experience, Urdu translation,
modern perspective, scientific thought, analytical study
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Yet a careful study of the Quran and the various schools of scholastic theology. That arose
under the inspiration of Greek philosophy very much broadened the outlook of Muslim
thinker, it, on the whole, obscured their vision of the Quran.)1)
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It cannot, however, be denied that Ghazali’s mission was almost apostolic like that of Kant
in Germany of the eighteenth century. In Germany rationalism appeared as an ally of
religion, but she soon realized that_dogmatic side of religion was incapable of
demonstration. The only course open to her was to eliminate dogma from the sacred record.
With the elimination of dogma came the utilitarian view of morality, and thus rationalism
completed the reign of unbelief. Such was state of theological thought in Germany when

Kant the appeared. (7)
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Thus, the affirmation of spirit sought by Christianity would come not by the renunciation
of external forces which are already permeated by the illumination of spirit, but by a proper
adjustment of man’s relation to these forces in view of the light received from the world
within.it is the mysterious touch of the ideal that animates and sustains the real, and through
it alone we discover and affirm the ideal. (14)
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The_incommunicability of mystic experience is due to the fact that it is essentially a matter
of inarticulate feeling, untouched by the_discursive intellect. It must, however, be noted
that mystic feeling, like all feeling, has cognitive element also; and it is, | believe because

of this cognitive element that it lends itself to the form of idea. In fact, it is the nature of
feeling to seek expression in thought. (25)
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