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Abstract

This paper explores Igbal’s philosophy of Khudi (Self-discovery based identity) as a
foundational schema for an individual, in becoming a core element of nation’s stability. The
contemporary socio-political thought attributes national strength to the institutional and
economic power. While, Igbal believes that nation’s energy and stability entirely depend on
moral discipline and ethical practice of the individuals. The gap among two views, as a research
problem leads this study with an objective to search Igbal’s ideological base of the argument.
A student of Igbal-Studies, finds that the divine message in Qur’anic verses, make Igbal’s
theoretical frameworks. Same is the case of Khudi and its culmination. Therefore, a thematic
analysis of Igbal’s poetry has been carried out, keeping this paradigm in background. The
study of relevant verses through exegesis, depicts a synthesis between Qur’anic notions about
human status and destiny, with Igbal’s ideology about human life and fortune. The essence of
Igbal’s view is, that the intrinsic connection between individual and the nation, remains the
master key to success. The findings illustrate that Igbal’s ideology gives a holistic ethical model
of human development. The individuals need to be nurtured through triad of self-recognition
as vicegerent of God, self-control/accountability, and self-purification through sacrifice for the
collective benefit. In Igbal’s view, this model can guarantee a sustainable strength, leading to
the ultimate success for individuals and the nations. Igbal sees individuals as the main building
blocks of national architecture; those who are enlightened with self-recognition, self-
purification, and self-elevation; motivated with faith in their ideology, can make the nation

dignified reaching sky heights.

Keywords: Igbal’s philosophy, self-recognition and purification, ideological revival,
responsibility and accountability, ethical framework, intrinsic connection to community,

solidarity and stability
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He will have nothing to do with nationalism and imperialism. These, he says, ‘robe us
of Paradise’; they make us strangers to each other, destroy feelings of brotherhood,
and so the bitter seed of war. 20
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It cannot be denied that Islam, regarded as an ethical ideal plus a certain kind of
polity—by which expression | mean a social structure regulated by a legal system and
animated by a specific ethical ideal—has been the chief formative factor in the life-
history of the Muslims of India. It has furnished those basic emotions and loyalties
which gradually unify scattered individuals and groups, and finally transform them
into a well-defined people, possessing a moral consciousness of their own. Indeed, it
IS no exaggeration to say that India is perhaps the only country in the world where
Islam, as a people-building force, has worked at its best.21
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Khudi (Selfhood, individuality, personality) is real, not mere an illusion of the mind.
Igbal therefore, throws himself with all his might, against isealisting philosophers and
pseudo-mystical poets, the authors, in his opinion of decay prevailing in Islam, and
argues that only by self-affirmation, self-expression and self-development can the
Moslems once more become strong and free.24

Z’_lJ@!rjbé/f‘jg’!“gﬁoljbgruj&bd?ug’u’ﬁg:«f?&,lulq;l}}lcdﬁjfﬁd)f)
Lo Lui= Us fEGroslipbausi® 1L bttt o §” A L3061
/7 S d;inwﬁw)i@l;%mﬁ’ ’%.!f u?u:‘?/ gt Ju)uﬁrwiduﬁdyéuu_uﬁ

(_Zuf nbx"”/,uuf/i,é;.,Quu/::.)uﬂu?‘a,fu,,@

J’fKUU’ﬁ’%dﬁ)ifﬁ%g}d/d)j-%é L/ﬁéd}f(fujw;%d/i’éguﬂf%g:d;
c«lfb'%!u_ba&/jf’gdﬁﬁ:}'lb/:!ﬁa:fbafcfa‘r‘;Jd}fugédgl_‘gtnt/lﬁadbfﬁ»’%huﬁg;
g LI

Further, it is the nature of the self to maintain itself as a self. For this purpose, it seeks
knowledge, self-multiplication, and power, or, in the words of the Qur’an, ‘the

kingdom that never faileth’.25
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The Ego in its movement towards uniqueness has to pass through three stages: (a)
Obedience to the Law (b) Self-control which the highest form of self-consciousness, or

Egohood. (¢) Divine vicegerency. (‘This is the third and last stage of human
development on earth.”)30

)jfﬁfdjbq?)j&Jﬁbf‘(?)&f’wJQJ!UJ}G‘(’):LL&/)TLJﬁ/Ufu:ng&&“)ﬁ’(};’du’.)
(e 282 TEE AU g 30 26 A DS hsi e @ o 2 IS S

amuw/th};?‘atﬁgapjnLn@y;iJUu:;&f&u%muH‘» =3 e iy

SIS L T sy L yi? = i Ao s I L bty s B AFTs 5 e bt

G 0K sl KJI}u‘+Q/}AL;w3!5“at:»CJf@:»ﬂcbﬂ'%!,,‘%&”u/?&ngﬁL};u
S SES UG

7 Vol. 5 No.2 (September 2026)



S

7 =z P z
R J/V 23 cd’)f J/V ~

31 b A 0 I 2 A L

o

tc—

K9l 2 S JBIUE S 0 iy mf‘gff TS 5B 8 L Sl a2 L
_‘L()’a’&g@/)’%;d/d)j(}u‘éﬁdi‘_ﬁ:‘LJGTA‘J‘U’UJJUT}JLQUL{,!KJ[}LLLUUV/’//

SU1B2-c By e (s 1 LT I T 11619658 S et oo LUy L G

Jc«l’r/{;!ét!;d-/lﬁ/LJ?}&»’LJ}"/&IJ;/JQ}MJJ!:/%l{uiz‘;a—/%/){,’%!&;ud/u:f@

&)/cfcp{,uéﬂ&l)}LU)!:‘LJ/(JLIVd/ca:‘;d/u’!:%u:[/ff’l?}’/)ﬁaLu’!-&;ﬁ_nuﬁ}fuﬁu}"’)
<

7z

e o Uide 1! §s#
S ¥z Uv g §s#
JFos S s T s
3 3&!,& S < 9B d/ $r9

4 K;:f? 4.4415‘}-'?

aTL),J’)JG«b‘:K?/}(uu"UL{.'4J’/)’(libﬁédlL‘?LG«UUG/_‘LVMC);'LQU/}’;B/;"gU“gT}j
S Ui iy et

A 380 5Ty ol 5 5 A slad s Ve 20 S A ks s U B 56

345545 ¥

L&@WULW{%/U}@LJI{.J?@%o}J&@ﬁi:Q}/y?d}Jq;yl@l/nr_—g.;w%:)

(35.28 F SIF I e e losr S s et

Sl p ;_‘LUC’ 2SR B o B s L oo $ S 7 AL UG

Sl Fiied 3L i A L N85 - (F sl Qb G S oo 51

S 18 e e tst o (BT f e L}L}udumu(@ uw-;.fﬁ(&w.jéw
e bt 3o 6 S B S P AT U7 S oo U7 o e

dlw,t, &.l/z:— 9 w2
36 T o & V¥ o5 L

Vol. 5 No.2 (September 2026) 8



uﬁg}ﬁyjd/:a&T&T}:.d(lv‘gd?lfl;:a}b’(@‘“ién’id;f/:;
L S b S 1o tnln 2 6 E Sbiba 5L 2 S 5yt B U
J_Juﬁi,dﬁéug/wfw(};u“&zié_la/“/:i*J;I];:“/Jf'%wg/ﬂ)’lwiﬁgwu,;Zéﬁ’l/
:‘QJ}J/ZU:J’/U’?D'/}’J/“V{UT}UUA}Q«U(@)’#_‘L s
3 o &1 Ggd 51,06 gj Edl g (g 9»3@‘5 > Byseb b 53T S in &k As s
37. Bk 15 22 ESTE) Wl
U sl S SVIAITE LS et St 3 T s & Tz h)
&v!fqﬁ!dfdx.@)?!ﬁg_q?und —y UWU’:g"LZV:{LnLLko!f/??,T’%U}" SUx
€] 8-&/'4_:,wu"5?(7f[;ugmiu?.ﬂf"ﬂ"_uj
30— INTE s S ace St i3 s Lo Lo o aonsie lbor £t Qi S 20 J
J#LLUL@MDK/‘TLJ(&(UA’%J(UA:_LLW@u!u%)rU}hwfd/J?G/l}c‘LCﬁgj&U!Zy!/"
ZgLlg}’frﬁfL'&/}ﬂf»‘Z.’:_’Ufabj@ngJ}éJ/@’M’do}/l:%FG{,L/%{/MU"&'/JUUL‘LVT
Lf‘?gzké‘afa)(lg,g
dﬂlﬁ)& (U{» < ¥ u}/b Z Y% J
e 6 T8 e ¢ S
30GLss G o2 GC I S5 G 7

n:«lf"‘ Ldu’.g}f.

ot St e Gyl e Proatiitze S5 o FF e tigh £ LB
LWL/:WL-:«}}./:!Q‘)JJ‘_Q u(g/agtfd/alfgﬁjlézi_/}iu% ng)au5‘;gtf+,,@)KLg
R A -]

40- (5t Yo ST 35 - sll ST o) 35

4 1-nufzf;ﬁy@:u‘fuﬁab‘d/lﬁ)imcwug b‘J(j’&/uﬁuﬁ/;é LU}JUJ?'/J')

|
uM«L’;@!rz’£Uffijl..,/)'u!_‘aL‘no{l’c;u;‘gd/d!/!pu;!tm{/u(iiﬁ‘,b/l/ugdji"_):;“
|

S B Vol T A L eolon sl 4o bn b gan L Fles bl o e LasdU

}J’j\ LY e :r'“"\ }S}\ ?ji'“& °L’J\j Uf“ J\> LS-\S\ - 9@* &(L}& 323 S LRV &—\S\ A3\
42354

9 Vol. 5 No.2 (September 2026)



S

..iJifc«.lg/)lcay‘Lg_ﬁ_‘aU!;é/:«/ﬁ{,ﬂﬁﬁ/}h‘a(ﬁlﬁ)g uﬁm"lzéd?(»ﬁl)u‘a&r/.‘: o)
(43 Somsen et Wf  Ee Jtf ST Wi

:fu,?':id?'!{,;tg‘egfog‘;’u’l

44J1J o U Ig ok b U Ut

[

é:/'c’.;/d"_/'/d/L}/:«bfgu”é/:!‘LWZUU{.@;VL&'-!ZJ/la;’«?/}”é}?rnagwu”é&/lﬁ:

/.éjd/calzj&‘agd'aﬂ&Uét‘LK&U!J;‘wM-‘Ld/:/“cJ.Z:"L///G{,W'%IQJ.Z:UU!:(}Z‘?,:_%%

SIS S A PPN B L F15 Fac by L6 ptb s Kl B 55 e §
—eSnPUrbnd Li S wt;f,?nuﬁf LIl by F L

L Iusl TS A S
45 5B G 3 g s i 53 K 855 o)) e Sas sl by

d}/ﬁﬁgjﬁuy‘g u’LLJT/(’ ﬂ“&l@”/, 4/4;/))K.Q/,t‘gla.a& o~ d’:):((’LJ?‘LLJJu/JI)
do6-

:fbauwugu:ﬂﬁzrné.dg?l/‘»ﬁzi%ﬂ’m

.

Jf’/'zf‘?fgr_dﬁ;nﬁ

7 o=k < u.f/ s b s u:/
TS0« o S o e

e Seirtioton S Lo o oot St Zee bo pK P b do 2

s Ji u:g;(“ s ol uwwééﬂ s JU !“Am_um;u:.;l’z?_ﬂu:ugz;,tgu:/ P Y .

‘aKuj’(éuﬁécj‘r el s ok i 54;3_‘@12;/8640@11” gf;/;;iuu/?g}t.)dm,(w/uu:&/

6 et iU it ST §635 3 A6 i et (LA S UFB 3 Ui b iy
:,J/ﬁc-,le"bfﬂlgy

Vol. 5 No.2 (September 2026) 10



VG S A TGP P10 P12 5L o3
:fgﬂl

»nl any K /.5’ ST S 1 H‘

490 U A g

U e (i 8 T oS b g A ot f i de S TE KU §658
_‘LGC;{JIlaLJg;’)L:fgfuggd'_UKH/)JIlﬁﬁiu“‘wuuﬁ/'/d//‘?mu:dﬁu(!d}&fw:d/r"?u(b'udi?:

e Wl

Igbal’s philosophy is religious, but he does not treat the philosophy as handmaid of
religion. Holding that the full development of Individual, presupposes a society he finds
the ideal society, what he considers to be the Prophet’s conception of Islam. Every
Moslem, in striving to make himself more perfect individual, is helping to establish
Kingdom of God on earth. 50

A SIS0 S B L ig U Sl erid oy e 3051 356D
S aab ol e PGS S e L5 e S e see bty oo i
(_quﬁf(gKJ!Wz:dﬁJ,J/L“’;of‘;d)ﬁU;.Quf%&n

LS tSplets b L85 205 2 =L P2 /“b»[}‘uc»u‘a,,
K&%!):ﬁfd/d/dr/:uﬁd?’LJ?I-&JJIJT)u:/f(}"l)}!ul‘at‘t@‘ﬁdf?d/g}jﬁal':g:{{_/}
e S A N F A S 3

O rD‘ﬂ;u‘? ’

ei e (S st § PSS for U S Tt S s et b
Lf“Jd;i-+ﬁgLdt‘f«;i’:é!/K@],@,/'%u;)d_9q/d/@f3@/1KL/“L;A/,’(}‘J/:P;‘X@
oy EEL I S KL o U iK1 S o GG S Tt St S
FSenFEL Lettri 2o & S Bs S ok d i) P S57 s S S0
e ST S hole S et RIGISF ot SAPK s sl b e S
-nggcﬂo’/J’&/ L LU e 88 e s ke o i flr e TUY

L sas y R £ by B L Joate Lo e/ T3 L L sk b,
S PPt E v 2 5L E 4 ML 55 Loz S S o
| e 3 A IS S o st S8 6 5 7 §505

11 Vol. 5 No.2 (September 2026)



S

G179zl Ji9

10-7:910 I T At
283Jr6@:(w1ﬂ/u:u S e @Q‘ Wil $onid L [J
1722-17217C o ge LTS il i P S ) PNST P 2 50 2
e bd £ 11:136 00793

517 25 Attt )y f o (S0 )

6807 (AT P12 5ssi 4

5687 Cibssi el P st e o U5
ol L 895416
212&326:(&5/1:4}1;15;/1,:_»,,/;.)‘b,:w@:wg;w/@j:d;u/;
17297 £ 1T 125500 7

218 F el J# :§51.)15:4:96. 718

1731 AT P 25554 9

759 ALl F el £ P 8-7:910°10
17221721 AT P2 500 11

bl F1 7700170 4012

22417 A5y Pt DT B
786;)’:@/6!07)’)'.27»/’ 13

2752 5SS B 4-20:31007 14
1149-1148 £ AT 1 2 5504 15

760 At F el £ 7 10-9:9107116
1722 £ TP 2500 17

568 (oM #1518

137 (1955 s0-7 i & o sl IGIhze o Aa?: 5619
20 Nicholson, R. A. The Secrets of the Self (London: Macmillan & Co. 1920), x
21 Sherwani, Latif Ahmad. Speeches, Writings and Statements of Igbal, Part One,

Presidential Address Delivered at theAnnual Sessionof the All-India Muslim League,
29" December,1930. (Lahore: Igbal Academy Pakistan, 1995), 4

381/ (N Ft 2 Jii22

3457 J¥ )31 23
24 Nicholson, The Secrets of the Self, XII-XIII
25 Igbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, 53

2241 P AL ST ARG B sil LT FT70:174,401 26
7867 £ AT P12 00 27

Vol. 5 No.2 (September 2026) 12



VG S A TGP P10 P12 5L o3

657%(;0@;%7,@1&‘(1125 :/nu)(djs)agf‘,v,g,lgzdgv 28
33007 (oot 2 Jii 29
Nicholson, The Secrets of the Self, XVI-VII 30
346330 (N tbet 2l 31
Nicholson, The Secrets of the Self, X1l 32
375N Ft 20 Jb 33
:u?{;éj.é/’:?:O:?:Op/l 34
2587 A8 F i )2 b g DT 36
1132-1131 £ AT 21 2554 35
346 (N Fet 201 36
29920, @171 3621172:7 03 11 37
4667 AT 200 38
337 (s \F22f 2 JiF139
(S P 21-20:51 431 40

1697 A5G A ttres D) cr” Nare A1 E S A dion
1475-1474 £ AT 21 2750 41
3629 60T A G e d LT F2:67 1142
16037 £ 1T P12 5504 43
259 ()Ll 01 44
99LF 20, BT :31165:6, U1 45
4067 £ AT P 25500 46
3557 GoNelfet 2V U647
4775 e 48
369/} 2z 49

~
ey
AT
W2

Stz e S Ao I Sidin
Q/J.@,ﬂ.ﬁwm;g%‘,g@w:uj'@/@ifdﬂ/' °
SAT s el f i S F I o

Js by e TAIB B o
/”i'fw,;,;f",‘{,ahg:,/@;/:&K:ﬁ’! o
:z)ﬂlb,“fl/l;:gu;‘u;f"l;&ﬁ’g/?l-,»;ﬂ'ﬂfcf-tf‘gww .

13

Vol. 5 No.2 (September 2026)



Mgwtwf'f)’au“(uf(f (S DIF = E G e

/ug»/uv}*iaud‘(w&‘;ﬁ (NG EJr e
(uzl)Jf)-4

202103 2l B i S UB A P e

2016, S LIJG e TEmJGnF et o

1976841 6: o Jiigs it ogecls @

19925 £ o+ I8 ey i fr s sl o

1955:'/",‘@}@;4:/%:‘)@?@92:u"’/u,f:[)'/w o

Bt b i i1 oo se 5L o

1988si A ustbe BT F1rspticy o

19585 4l F P st @ Iron i) it e S Sy 0

1957 LG § L o £ har pe i 5Bl o

1977 LS Il B S o

English: (Books)
1. Mir, Mustansir. Igbal, Lahore: Oxford University Press, 2006.
2. Nicholson, R. A. The Secrets of the Self , London: Macmillan & Co. ,1920
3. Schimmel, Annemarie. Gabriel’s Wing. Leiden: Brill, 1963.
4. Sherwani, Latif Ahmad. Speeches, Writings and Statements of Igbal, Lahore: Igbal
Academy
Pakistan, 1995.
5. Singh, Igbal. The Ardent Pilgrim, Lahore: Oxford University Press ,1997.
6. Vahid, S. A. Igbal: His Art and Thought, London: John Murray, 1959.

Vol. 5 No.2 (September 2026) 14



